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Seabird data from multiple sources were compiled and analyzed as part of the NOAA North
Central California Biogeographic Assessment (2004;
http://www.ccma.nos.noaa.gov/products/biogeography/canms_cd/htm/birds/welcome.htm)
Marine bird species diversity was calculated for each five minute latitude by five minute
longitude cell using density as the variable in the Shannon [Diversity] Index. All 76

marine bird species that had been recorded in the data set were included. This index
measures the degree to which a species assemblage is dominated by a few species. If a
cell contains high densities of a few species and low densities of all others, the diversity
index will be low. Alternatively, if many species are present at similar densities, the diversity
index will be high.
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